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On the Cover: TTR Bluebonnet covers from 2020.
Picture: Multiple TTR member contributors
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From the President …
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As I sit here drafting this last President’s Column on
December 21, the Winter Solstice, the shortest day of
what many of us feel like has been the Longest Year we
can remember, I’m reminded that there were many
bright spots during 2020 that were fun and worthwhile
for the members of the Texas Triumph Register.
We began the year with the Wayne & Jackie Switzer
Annual Polar Bear Run. Thanks to Mike and Sallie
Rouse for planning and leading us on a terrific Polar
Bear Run from Alvin through Freeport and ending with
a great seafood lunch at the Top Water Grill in San
Leon. Twenty-eight Triumph cars, drivers and passengers enjoyed one of the best Polar Bear Runs we’ve
had.
cholson and the committee for putting on another quality competitive driving event. Twenty-five Triumphs
and nine cars of assorted lesser brands engaged in
spirited competition and nobody had to be towed
home. The emotional high point of early 2020 was
when Mike Hado completed the complete restoration
of Russ Seto’s 1959 TR3 and presented to its new
owner and TTR member, Don Brown.
Then came the darkness of the Covid 19 global pandemic and, like the rest of the world, TTR went virtual. In
April the Bluebonnet Run was cancelled and the Saturday Traveling Triumphs Breakfasts were postponed
indefinitely.
April also brought our first Virtual
Monthly TTR meeting and President Fred Wagner
tapped his wealth of technical expertise to introduce
us to the Wonderful World of Zoom.

2020 TTR Polar Bear Run
Beginning in January and running for numerous 2020
Bluebonnet issues Bob Pennington gifted us with entertaining and educational chronicles of his and Orit’s European Travels.
In March we held the TTR Spring Autocross at the
Houston Police Academy facility. Thanks to Dusty Ni-

2020 Monthly ZOOM Meetings
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In May it appeared that Harris County and State Covid
infection numbers were declining so a small band of
hearty folks hungry for an outing followed Mike and
Sallie Rouse on the Round Rock Run for a safe and socially distant road trip. Weather was great and the
day culminated with a terrific lunch at Teague’s Tavern.
June ushered in a new slate of officers for the 20202021 year. Fred Wagner handed the President’s gavel
to Hal Sharp and James Moore passed the Bluebonnet
Editorial responsibilities to John Hanten.
Hal and
John both acknowledged that following Fred and James
into their respective roles will be tall orders to fulfil
and thanked them both for the high standards they
set. As soon as James Moore relinquished the Bluebonnet Editor’s role he became a new Vice President of
Events and John Hanten retained his role as Secretary
to go along with being our Bluebonnet Editor. In a
glance, the 2020-2021 TTR Officers are as follows:

President

-

Hal Sharp

Vice President, Special Events -

Mike Rouse

Vice President, Local Events

-

James Moore

Membership / Historian

-

Mike Hado

Treasurer

-

Patsy Papp

Secretary

-

John Hanten

Bluebonnet Editor

-

John Hanten

Regalia

-

John Wakefield

Website Master

-

Bob Pennington

While in quarantine, Website Master Bob Pennington
and a team of tech-savvy volunteers, aka Randy DeRuiter, John Hanten and Nancy Money organized a
Bluebonnet Newsletters Archive that is a live resource from which TTR members can retrieve any Bluebonnet Issue that has been published since our founding in 1981. This was an enormous task involving scanning and processing thousands of pages and will provide
a valuable service to TTR members for years to
come. THANK YOU BLUEBONNET ARCHIVE TEAM!
In July we received confirmation from the Lone Star
College that the first Russ Seto Memorial Scholarship

January 2021

had been awarded to Christobal Aguilar. Christobal’s
letter of thanks to TTR provided a good indication that
he was as worthy recipient. In December we received
similar confirmation from the Lone Star College that
the Fall Scholarship recipient is Austin Comeaux. His
letter of thanks was of equal sincerity and should make
us proud to have initiated this Endowed Scholarship in
Russ’s name. They are both pursuing Associate Certificates in Art in Automotives. Prior to the latest award
to Austin, the Scholarship Fund is approximately
$27,100. This allows Lone Star College to award two
scholarships each year, one in spring and one each fall.
The Traveling Triumphs Breakfast team, led by John
Barrett, was able to convene one event before the year
ended. John carefully reconnoitered the facilities for
safe spaciousness and serving safety before declaring
that the new BuCee’s in Katy would be a place to
try. Fifteen stir crazy Triumph drivers and eight of
lesser car brands made to drive one morning in October and found it a great relief for the social interactions they craved and had been holding in for too many
months.

October BuCee’s Breakfast Gathering
October brought the much anticipated and postponed
2020 FOG Drive. Dave Smith led his troop of road
warriors on a 4,000 mile plus circuit of Western
States including Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado,
Utah, Wyoming, South Dakota and Nebraska. Dave’s
military precision in organizing and leading these annual
5
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sojourns are known to be impeccable. The stories that
emerged during and after the trip were, as usual, the
stuff legends are made of and we salute you hearty
gents for your tenacity and grit. The group included,
TTR members Dave & Tyler Smith, Mike Hado, Doug
Trapp, John Reynolds, Bryan Roy, Bob Pennington and
Stan Seto. Joining the group for all or part of the
drive were Franz Bachmann from Florida and Joe Alexander & Nolan Meggers, both from Iowa. I look forward to joining the next one, come hell or high water.
Texas Triumph Register continues to be one of the
largest and most active Clubs in the Vintage Triumph
Register world. We began 2020 with 191 member families and completed the year with 196. (We gained
16new members and there were 11 who did not renew
their membership, thus the net 5 gain.
In memoriam. Those TTR members who have passed
away this year include Pat Daniels, Bob Pindell, Elizabeth Cook, Linda Jablonski, Marti Myers and Bill Parker. They will be greatly missed and we should keep
their families in our prayers for their loss.
2020 was indeed a year in which we showed that the
members of TTR are a caring and benevolent family
who happen to share a love for our community as much
as we love our Little British Cars. We donated $2,000
to the Houston Food Bank this year, $500 in July and
$1,500 in October. Since it was not safe for us to
have our traditional Christmas Party & Toy Drive you
opted to offer up half of our party budget ($900) plus
another $1,900 of personal donations to make a
$2,800 donation to Children4Tomorrow. (See more
about their important mission on their website) www.children4tomorrow.org
Those of you who are VTR members may have already
seen pictures of three TTR members’ Triumphs in the
2021 VTR Calendar. Pictures that Marc Dickson, Jan
Kovach, and John Hanten entered of their Triumphs
in the VTR 2020 photo contest were selected to grace
full pages of the calendar. You will find the full story
later in this Bluebonnet issue. If you’re not a VTR
member, you should sign up for more reasons than getting your own copy of the new calendar.

TTR Travelling President’s Award - Fred Wagner
One tradition that we kept alive in December was the
announcing the 2020 President’s Award recipient. It
was a “no doubt about it” decision for this new president to honor Fred Wagner with this prestigious
award in recognition of his long standing service to TTR
and especially his five years of dedicated leadership as
our President and fearless leader.
While 2020 has been a year we are eager to see in the
rear view mirrors, we have been blessed to have continued to create some great TTR friendships and memories. Let’s hope that 2021 will bring a rapid end to the
Covid environment that has stolen so much from us and
that 2021 will be full of family blessings, good health
and many miles of Triumph driving with friends.
HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYBODY!
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TTR Christmas Charity Success!
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In December we closed out the Texas Triumph Register charitable activities for 2020 with our visit to Children4Tomorrow and making a donation of $2,800 to
their operations. Thanks to Liz Reynolds and Prudence
Gruss for ferreting out this terrific organization as a
worthy recipient.
Hal Sharp, Jerry & Pru Gruss and Mike & Marie Hado
presented our donation to Co-Founders Dwilene Lindsey
and Renee Windsor.
Children4Tomorrow is a non-profit organization that
advocates for children in the middle of high conflict
parents with the purpose of mitigating childhood trauma. Their goal is to restore families to become mentally and emotionally healthy, stop childhood trauma, and
psychological abuse. As many organizations like them,
Children4Tomorrow has been severely impacted by the
2020 Covid pandemic and our donation was received
with enormous gratitude.
Dwilene & Renee asked that we convey their thanks and
wishes for a Merry Christmas to all the families of TTR
who have shared their generosity with Children4Tomorrow. Learn more about Children4Tomorrow on their
website -

L - R: Marie Hado, Renee Windsor, Mike Hado,
Dwilene Lindsey, Hal Sharp, Pru Gruss, Jerry Gruss

$2,800

www.children4tomorrow.org

Story & Photo - Hal Sharp
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2020 TTR President’s Award – Fred Wagner
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TTR President’s Award - Is awarded by the acting president typically each year to the person or couple who
have made outstanding volunteer contributions to TTR and helped to promote the spirit of our friendly club.
This year the award was presented
to Fred Wagner, TTR President for
the past five years, and Chairman of
the VTR South-Central Regional Convention hosted by TTR in 2018. In
addition, he was ever-present with
his trusty camera at meetings and
events, contributing many photos and
articles to the Bluebonnet.
Congratulations Fred!!

Previous Recipients
TTR President’s Trophy
Inscription:

Special Recognition Plaque
Inscription:

TEXAS TRIUMPH REGISTER

This annual spirt award is
given to a member in appreciation for their service
and enthusiasm in support
of our club’s activities and
responsibilities

An organization for Triumph automobile owners and enthusiasts
dedicated to the preservation and
continued enjoyment of the
Marque presents the 2020 President’s Award to
FRED WAGNER

This is a “Travelling Trophy”
with a new recipient name engraved and passed along to
the new recipient to keep for
one year.

With grateful appreciation for his
enduring dedication, service, and
leadership during his exemplary 5year term as President of the Texas Triumph Register.

Fred gets to keep this one….
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Tales of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss
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I am writing this while considering the highlights
of the month, and year. Today, our visiting children are driving back to Colorado. We will be finding the things they forgot for more time than
their visit lasted. The Grinch of Covid was unable
to keep Christmas from coming. We managed one
recent, decent drive in the TR3 that is worth
mentioning but difficult to not politicize.
Shortly after the November election, Prudence
and I drove our TR3 to Galveston. Road repairs
required a section of I-45 to be closed except for
a single lane. Four lanes of traffic were forced to
merge into one. Our TR3 was welcomed into a long
parade of slow moving, oversized vehicles, mostly
large pickup trucks, with most playing very loud
music, and many displaying large flags or banners
showing their support for… their favorite elected
official. Although I was successful at merging into
the “TR### train”, I did not feel as though we
fit in. Occasionally, we find ourselves in situations
that we can not pretend we are not part of. Like
any other TR3 driver would, I found myself acting
like nothing unusual at all was going on all around
me. Although it made me very nervous, it ended
being the most unintended uneventful event of
the year that I was an active participant, not participating.

Wondering Mechanic
mas was better than last.
I hope next year is better. I am reminded that it’s
our attitude, not our expectations that makes the
season bright. Happy New Year, I hope we are all
better.

In keeping with the holiday COVID recommendations, Prudence and I met with my brother and his
family around his outdoor fire pit for an exchange
of Christmas presents. My brother was unable to
find a fresh tree. Luckily, he still had last year’s
‘live’ tree that is much less of a fire hazard since
every one of those pesky needles had fallen off.
It looked great in the back yard next to the fire
pit in a stand atop his smoker with all its lights
and decorations. That tree was a great representation of the 2020 holiday season. Our kids opted
to avoid that ‘crowd’ and zoomed with their
friends from our home. Our three-year-old great
nephew, ‘the main attraction’, claimed this Christ9

TTR Meeting Minutes for December
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This was the ninth virtual monthly meeting via Zoom. Typically the December meeting would be held in conjunction
with the TTR Christmas Party, but the Covid situation required a virtual alternative.
TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:07 after some fun chatting by TTR members. There
were ~ 40 attendees, including both Zoom session attendees and proxies from absentees, constituting a quorum
for TTR club business. Fred Wagner outlined the protocol for the Zoom meeting, and Hal thanked Fred for being
the Zoom meeting coordinator
Opening Comments – Hal commented on this being a difficult time for TTR with a combination of Covid restrictions, the recent passing of a TTR member, and another TTR member hospitalized following heart surgery.
With a vaccine on the horizon, hopefully the club can begin to resume activities in spring 2021.
Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet.
Membership - Mike Hado – reported two new members in November, both with TR3As. The current family membership is 195.
Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp – reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance. There were
no large expenditures this month. The overall club financial condition is strong.
Regalia – John Wakefield – reported there is nothing significant to pass along. We did sell a license plate frame
and several shirts.
IT – Bob Pennington - reported that he has the back issues of the Bluebonnet up on the web. Officer pictures Bob would like to have photos of the officers for posting on the website. He requested that officers email him a
photo for posting on the site.
Special Events
• Drives - Mike Rouse – reported that there is not much to talk about in the current situation. The next
possible event would be a Polar Bear Run in late January, but he needs to monitor the situation. He will
welcome suggestions for destination parks that could be part of the trip.
• Recap - Hal - recapped possible upcoming events: Polar Bear Run, New Orleans Trip, Autocross event, and
Bluebonnet run.
• Autocross – Dusty reported that he still has not heard back from the Police Academy regarding availability of their facility in March.
• TTR 40th Anniversary – Mike Hado - mentioned that we will be having our 40th Anniversary in March,
2021, and we can think about possibly doing something special to commemorate that event.
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• Food Bank Volunteer Day – Hal - suggested that it might be a fun thing for the club to participate in a
volunteer day at the Houston Food Bank to help with their program.
Breakfast Events – John Barrett – said we are stalled at the moment. He thanked Steve Voss for his help in trying to find locations.
Old Business
• TTR AutoRama Display – Mike Hado - Reported that Moss does not want to put the display in their museum in Virginia. They are still exploring other possible leads for the display. The situation is that we
still have some time to look for a new owner.
• Christmas Toy Donation update – Hal Sharp for Liz and Pru - thanked the club members for their donations. Currently received $1,858 from individual member contributions, plus the $900 in-kind donation
from TTR. Total amount is $2,758. Hal recommended adding a round-up amount to bring the total to
$2,800. Liz is arranging for a check presentation next week.
New Business
• President’s Award – Fred Wagner - was named recipient of this year’s President’s Award. He expressed
his gratitude for being the reward recipient. He had to dig a bit further in the box to find the special
plaque of appreciation commemorating his 5 years of Presidential Service to the club. Hal - read the
wording on the plaque.
• TR3 Wanted – Steve Voss - said he has a friend in Connecticut looking for a TR3, so perhaps TTR can
help. He was advised to work through Mike Hado to get the word out.
• MG Club News – Mike Hado - mentioned that the MG club met for breakfast this morning and used that
as an opportunity for their toy drive.
• TTR Support – Len Myers – commented that he and his family have received outstanding support from
TTR members in this difficult time.
Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:54.

Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten

(M/S/A = motion made / seconded / approved )
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TTR December Meeting Photos and Schedule
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Monthly Meetings Scheduled:
• January 9 - ZOOM Monthly Meeting
• TBD - TTR Party Event

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten
13

Member News - Mike Hado

January 2021

New Members:
Paul Stirling, Tomball, TX – 1960 White TR3A
Virginia & Bill Duran, Lockhart, TX – 1960 green TR3A
(Returning members from 2007)

TTR Birthdays for January
Gary Myers

1

Sheridan Pollard

1

Buck Willis

1

Diane Jolley

3

Franz Bachmann

4

Shelly Coonrod

4

Chuck Horn

7

Gary Ramirez

11

Bob Vogt

11

Heasley Rook

13

Rebecca Eackles

14

Eileen Grover

14

Kathy Richolson

14

Jay Jablonski

15

Gabe Rodriguez

15

Noemi Biasucci

18

Shannon Henderson

19

Marina Hirsch

19

Althea Ashworth

21

Fred Daniels

21

Albert McCoy

22

Linda Brown

26

Adrian Goodisman

26

Shu-lien Baguley

27

Annie Willis

27

Connie Elliott

29

Ryan Owen

29

Denee Weir

29

Angelica Wirtes

29

Tami Gull

30

Mark Hammerbacher

31

Joan Postma

31

Jonathan Barg & Mercedes Collins, Houston, TX – 1957
White TR3

In Memoriam:
Bill Parker - longtime TTR
member passed away recently
at his home in Montgomery,
TX.

Marti Myers - longtime TTR
member and very active club
participant, passed away in
early December following a
sudden illness. There is additional information in the following pages.
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Marti Myers - a note from Len
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Marti Myers
1945-2020
Marti passed away December 5, 2020; she had a massive Hemorrhagic Stroke two days earlier.
Jeff, our son, and I joined TTR in 1989. Initially Marti did not want anything to do with a “car club”. After a
couple of meetings, I convinced her to go with me as there were always some women at the meetings. As a
result, both of us met and made a large number of wonderful friends and enjoyed many “car” and non “car”
related activities over all the years. I was going through some of the TR Trophies that we had accumulated
over the years and discovered that she had won more autocross trophies than I did.
Marti was born and raised in Buffalo NY. Maybe it is just a coincidence, but there are several TTR members
that once lived in Buffalo and some even went to the same schools as she did.
Marti and I met through a blind date while we were attending Michigan State University and we dated for two
years and were married for 54 years; I wish it had been longer. She was a great wife, companion and partner. I can count on one hand the number of disagreements that we had over the years. Her logic usually won
out. And she was a very good sport, she took a lot of ribbing at autocross events both for usually stalling the
TR6 at the starting line and sometimes for her colorful language when she made a mistake on the course. If
only she had driven the TR6 more than once a year, she would have been a real competitor. On one of our
trips to Germany, to pick up one of our Porsches, she actually drove on the Autobahn at 130 miles per hour,
said it was fun.
Marti taught 8th grade American History for about 30 years at Spring Branch ISD. She was a great teacher
and enjoyed about 100 new students every year. Imagine how patient she was to deal with that many 13 &
14 year olds. I think most of her students truly respected and liked her as we would meet former students in
the neighborhood and they all wanted to stop and visit. Her love for history got her into researching both of
our family trees. She traced her tree back to some of the original settlers of Plymouth Colony and to France
and England.

We inherited an island in Georgian Bay Canada by way of her Grand Parents and her parents. I don’t think
she missed more than 5 summers of being there over her entire life. The island was the place that she loved
most. I am very saddened that Covid travel restrictions prevented her from getting there this year. Just a few
days ago she said we would get there next year with or without travel restrictions.
There will probably not be a formal memorial service. Her wishes are to be cremated and her ashes scattered on the island, her most loved place in the world. Please keep her in your thoughts.
I will miss her greatly.

Len
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Marti Myers - Bluebonnet Photos Through Time
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TTR Club Calendar
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Club Events
Breakfast Meetings

- Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are on-hold until
we can conduct them safely. If things start to
open up John & Sam will be communicating to you
via emails from Mike Hado. Stay safe out there
until we can get together once again.

Monthly Meetings

- virtual via ZOOM until further notice

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:
https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/
When breakfast meetings resume we meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & usually eat Breakfast at around
8:00 am.
Car viewing after Breakfast

Non-club Triumph Events

VTR 2021 National Convention - Sept. 14-18, Edmond, OK

https://www.triumphsokc.org/

Triumphest 2021 - Oct. 14-17, Flagstaff, AZ

Venue - Little America Hotel, reservations available now.
Event website will be available in January.
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VTR 2021 Calendar - TTR Photo Contest Trifecta!
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The Vintage Triumph Register 2021 calendar has
just arrived and there are no less than three
TTR families whose cars are represented.
The cars were chosen from 170 entries submitted by 55 VTR members in the 2020 VTR photo
contest.

If you are a VTR member, you will receive the
calendar in the mail.
Congratulations to our TTR winners:
2021 VTR Calendar and First Place Photo

Marc & Bee Dickson 1962 TR3B (third place overall
from all entries):

Jan & Debra Kovach 1961 TR3A (Could that be Jan
playing Santa?)

Nancy Money & John Hanten 1976 TR6 (Apparently
they have a pest control problem in their yard)
18

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park
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Part 2
The conclusion of this courageous, colorful, classic-car caravan as chronicled by Stan Seto…..
At the end of the article last month, the FOG group had reached their terminal destination of Yellowstone National Park, with a brief side trip to plant a TTR flag in Idaho. After spending some time touring and photographing wildlife, geysers, lakes, and hot pools, the group set out on their return leg back
to the Houston area.
The return route, shown in blue on the map below, covered new roads and included several major landmarks including Devil’s Tower and Mt. Rushmore.
The article that follows chronicles the highlights of the return trip, and the awards that were earned
by various FOG trip members along the way.
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TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park
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Day 9, Exploring Yellowstone (after cleaning
the cars).
Up at 7:30, wander down to the Grill/restaurant, order
cold cereal, hot coffee and a banana. Creep back up to
the room and eat. Departure time was 10:30, but there
was a predicted time for Old Faithful at 9:30. Brush
teeth, dress for the cold, grab camera, get out into the
cold and start cleaning snow and ice off the car. Went
over to the General store, looking for a scraper (not
part of their inventory! Considering where we were and
time of year, thought that very strange). Found a flat
blister pack of survival tips for $3.50. That would do…
Bought it. Walked back to car, scrapped windshield,
Doug Trapp showed up and loaned me an ice scrapper (it
belonged to Hado, who was renting it out). Finished
cleaning car. Not yet 9:30, but close. Walked over to
Geyser benches, just knowing in my heart that old
faithful was going to be late. It was, took more pictures. Now it was about 10:30. Figured everyone would
be late. Many were. Got car started and warmed up
some, just before Dave lead us out. The day was sunny,
but cold and windy and the “cold and windy” was going

It Snowed
to be with us for about the next five days.
North we went and made our first stop at Gibbon Falls
(part of the Madison River) and scenic as it came down
out of the mountains and flowed into the valley. Then
on up past Mammoth Hot Springs and out the North
Gate to the little town of Gardiner, home to the Roosevelt Arch and Conoco gas station, where we all filled up
and stretched. Then back, through the Arch and onto
the Park. We dropped down to the Mammoth Hot
Springs town and stopped to get lunch.

Snow Lodge Hotel

Gibbon Falls
After, we spent some time looking at the Travertine
Terraces of the mammoth hot spring, formed by the
flow off the springs. Several of us went to the top of
the mound and surveyed the springs themselves.

Old Faithful in the Morning

As we left the hot springs area, a young wolf crossed
the street right in front of us. His movements seemed
a little anxious, as if he was frightened to be this close
to civilization. No one in our party got a good picture of
20
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So, we were now on a fifty-mile drive toward the
Northeast entrance, which we knew was closed, so we
were going out and then returning. We were traveling in
valleys for the most part and some of them were pretty wide.

Madison River Flows West
him. Dave later reported that prior to the wolf encounter, a red fox had crossed in front of his car, again no
picture. However, there were Elk in town, and we did
get some pictures of them as we passed.

Somewhere along the Lamar River Valley we happened
on cars stopped on the road in both directions. To our
left, down in the valley, where large groups of buffalo,
stretched out for about a mile or so. On the road just
in front of us there were several buffalo crossing the
road, some of these were young, but there was with
them, several full-grown animals (about as big as a full
size SUV). We eased by slowly and carefully, and then
picked it up some. Eventually we reached where the
road was closed, and, reluctantly, turned back. As we
got back to where we saw the buffalo, they were gone,
even the valley animals had disappeared.

Elk in Town

Looking for a Ride?

With Wife, Going Shopping

Skeptical of Car Size
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Day 10, Yellowstone to Gillette, WY. 377
miles, so a long leg.
Up at about 7, for a departure time of about 9. Light
snow last night, so easily cleaned off the cars. We were
leaving by the East entrance with a lunch destination of
Cody, WY, about 120 miles away. First, we had to fulfill
Fred’s pennant wish and no better place to do it than at
the Old Faithful sign. Then we could leave and the way
we went was east from Old Faithful to Yellowstone
Lake, up its western shore and around its northern side
into the Absaroka Mountains. The weather was cloudy,
cold and windy. For about the fifth time on this trip we
crossed the Continental Divide, so we stopped.
Mike Says "Hello"
On we went, getting back into Mammoth Hot Springs,
and then south toward Madison with the intention to
get over to West Yellowstone for dinner. At Madison,
one of our group called it a day and headed back to the
hotel, while the rest of us turned west. In West Yellowstone, we opted to go to Bullwinkle’s, a steakhouse
and bar. They had a waiting line but managed to
squeeze the nine of us into a table in the bar. It was
tight, and the guys at the other end of the table were
next to an entrance, so got air blasted every time that
door opened. There was one waitress for two or three
tables so service was slow, but we didn’t care.

The Pennant Returns

Back in the River Valley
The run back to the hotel was routine.

Helping South Korean Visitors
22
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When we traveled along the west side of the lake, we
were somewhat sheltered, but along the north side of
the lake, the wind, crossing water was making white
capped waves that were punishing the shoreline. On the
surrounding mountainsides were the ravages from a
fire, two years ago that left all the pine trees as
toothpicks just stuck in the ground. But now we were

Buffalo Bill Museum

Vicious Wind Over Yellowstone Lake

Part of Gun Collection

Wildfire Results
climbing and zig-zagging toward the Sylvan Pass, where
the road way narrowed as the mountains closed in. We
stopped briefly at a pull-out in the pass. Then went on
to the top of the pass, and the four mile long, 2000 ft.
descent, to the East exit to the park. Some fifty miles
later, we pulled into Cody, WY and hunted down the
Buffalo Bill Center of the West, while John Reynolds
went searching for an O’Reilly’s to buy more oil. He later caught up with us.

Part of Natural History Wing
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The BBCW was actually a museum center. It was home
to all of the Buffalo Bill equipment and apparel of his
rodeo show, a huge weapons wing (all the rifles, pistols
and automatic weapons from the early wheel locks to
current AR-15’s, and a Natural history wing of the surrounding area of Wyoming. You basically bought a twoday pass. They also had a small cafeteria, so we also
ate lunch. Only a third of the way on our journey we
were time limited at the museum, too bad, I think we
all would have liked more time there. We left between
2 and 3 in the afternoon.
We were on US-14 in hill country for a period, and then
Dave decided we would be better off if we used I-90.
We came out of the hills at Dayton, Wy and gathered
at a large gas station (Chevron or Conoco), adjacent
the Interstate. Stan Seto had a problem as his generator light had come on in Dayton. It was a broken wire
on his alternator (right at the spade connector). Mike
to the rescue. Wire reinserted into its slot and wire
wrapped to an adjacent wire to hold it in place. The
“Screaming Chicken” daily award was getting around as
Stan was the fourth holder on the trip.
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Day 11, Gillette, WY to Hill City SD, about
240 miles. We did not know it, but this was
going to be an adventurous day.
Up in the morning, repacked the car, checked under
the hood, Mike came by with some very small wire ties
and re-tied the broken wire in place (which held for
the next 3000 miles). Over to a nearby gas station and
then back out onto I-90, headed east.
First attraction was the Devil’s Tower, WY. Thirty
miles east we left 90 at Moorcroft, WY for US 14. Us
14 was going more north than east, and we got onto WY
24 for the last several miles to the entrance to the
national park, but stopping briefly to photograph the
Tower at a distance before going in. We spent about a
half hour in the near vicinity, with one or two of our
Intrepids climbing closer toward the tower base before returning. Then it was back down to a prairie dog
field just before the park exit, to take pictures of the
little animals and to bring out our own mascots and
take assembled photos of them.

Onto the Interstate and driving at speed as the sun
set in the west. Twenty miles from the turn-off to the
motel, the wire wrap fix failed, but it was dark, so all
lights on anyhow. We finally pulled into the Arbuckle
Lodge. It was a very nice motel, probably the best we
stayed in on the whole trip. We ate delivered pizza
that evening while two other groups of people were
playing raucous card games on either side of our table.

Devil's Tower at a Distance

Prairie Dog Field
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As we exited the park, we stopped at the local gift
shops and almost everyone bought stuff. We had also
seen, on the way in, an adjacent pasture that had Long
Horn Cattle in it. So we took some shots of them, too. I
didn’t think Long Horns were allowed out of Texas….

A Close-up

We pushed on and some 65 miles further on found a
nice restaurant in Spearfish, SD for lunch. After lunch,
someone suggested that we drive Spearfish Canyon
road, which was only about a mile away. So we headed in
that direction. As we entered the start of the canyon
road we were strung out some so the lead group
stopped to let the others catch up. They did and the
lead group started off and got about a quarter mile
down the road, when we asked to stop again and wait.
About twenty minutes went by. Finally they were coming, so we cranked up and as the laggards approached,
it seems like John Reynolds TR250 was having a problem. They pulled past. We got out behind them and at
the next pullout for a waterfall attraction, John pulled
off and the rest of us did too.
“It’s very loose in the rear end”, John exclaimed. OK,
let us look. Bob Pennington pulled out some fabricated
wheel chocks and chocked the driver’s side wheels. The
car was jacked up, and the passenger’s side wheel was
wobbly on the end of the axle. Wheel bearing failure!
Now what??!! Mike Hado said he had never removed a
half axle. Bryan Roy then said, “Well I know how to do
that, and I have a new half axle in the trunk of my
TR6!” There was a gasp of non-believing. But, sure
enough, Bryan pulled the needed part out of his trunk
and started to explain how to pull the broken part off
the 250.

Our Mascots

Longhorns in Wyoming

Roy Really did have a New Part
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Tool bags appeared. A large rock was found and pushed
under the frame of John’s car as insurance if the jack
failed. The wheel came off. Basically, there were six
bolts that held the axle to the differential plate, but
you could get to all of them down the side of the axle.
So, the grunt work began. John got in behind the differential plate and held the nuts while Bryan turned
the bolt heads. Shortly they were able to draw out the
failed half axle. A rubber boot on the new part had to
be cut down to reduce the effort of sliding it into position. Some elbow grease later the new part was seated,
and the job of reattachment was begun. The wheel
went back on and spun true. The rock was recovered,
and the car was on four wheels. Then the driver’s side
was jacked up to check the half axle on that side of
the car. It was OK. Elapsed time start to finish? About
90 minutes. The fate of the broken part was discussed
over dinner that night. Turns out Bryan was carrying
the new axle because he was suspicious of one of his
axle’s, and if he had a problem, John was going to be
walking.
Meanwhile we still had a destination we needed to
reach. We completed the canyon run, insuring John’s
car was traveling OK and set course for Hill City and
the next attraction, Mount Rushmore. The sun was setting as we pulled into the Mt. Rushmore National Park.
We climbed from the parking lot to the viewing platform level, walked to the closest approach to the sculptures taking pictures all the way. It was cloudy, windy,
cold and we did not spend a whole lot of time there. We
did hit the gift shop adding more loot to what had been
bought before, then, reported to the cars for the
short trip to the Holiday Inn.

Old Part Out, Prepping New Part

New Part Going In

Mt. Rushmore
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Dinner was a short drive away at the Alpine Inn, where
a good steak was $10.00.
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Day 12, Hill City to North Platte, NE., about
330 miles.

We Gather Again

Dinner in Hill City

Rushmore Up Close

We left Hill City in good order and drove about 15
miles before turning off the main road for the short
jaunt to the Crazy Horse Memorial. Dave was the first
car through and radioed to the rest of us that admission was $24.00. On hearing that, about five cars in
the group pulled out of line. When I got to the gate the
lady taking admissions said she had heard Dave’s broadcast, but admission was only $12.00 per person. Dave
had Tyler in his car. So, the four through the gate
were Dave, Mike, Bob and Stan. The entry road was two
lanes wide, about a half mile long and empty. You
climbed a hill and entered the parking lot as you came
over the brow, and right there were about four wild
turkeys crossing the road. A picture was taken.

Wild Turkeys
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We went to the museum building. Inside it was spacious, all wood and well lit. There was a movie theater
running a film of the history of the monument, and for
an additional fee you could take a bus ride over to the
stone carving, for a closer view, but work was going on
so you couldn’t actually get up to the work area.

For Posterity

Crazy Horse Memorial
The Crazy Horse Memorial is a monument that is currently being carved into the granite of the Black
Hills in the US state South Dakota in honor of the 19th
century Lakota leader Crazy Horse . When finished, it
will depict Crazy Horse riding a galloping horse. The
statue will be 195 meters long and 172 meters
high. The construction is funded with donations.
In 1939 the sculptor Korczak Ziółkowski was approached by Sioux leader Henry Standing Bear to create a design. Ziółkowski had already contributed to the
construction of Mount Rushmore . Construction of the
monument started in 1948 . Crazy Horse's face was
finished in 1998. It is not clear when the picture will be
finished. The project has also been criticized from the

Museum Artifacts

Birch Bark Canoe

Proof We Were There
28

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

Sioux community. Crazy Horse would never have wanted
to be photographed or depicted. It would therefore
not be appropriate to make a sculpture of him. The museum and gift shop got most of our attention, but it
was time to move on.

Back to the Memorial entrance, pick-up those waiting
and south we went on a day that had started sunny,
cold, and windy, but became cloudy as time passed. We
were traveling mostly on US 385, a well paved two lane
with traffic only around the towns we passed through.
We passed through Custer, SD and I wondered if we
were near the Little Big Horn battlefield but did not
ask the question. We crossed into Nebraska and just
south of Berea, NE, detoured off 385, east to NB 87
and a short jog north to Carhenge. Carhenge used cars
to build the monument, not stones. It was not officially
open, but the cars were there, and we took about 20
minutes to look the area over and to use up more digital
space in our cameras.

Bryan Looks Lonely

Carhenge
Gassed up in Alliance

The wind was fierce, so it was back into the cars and
back out onto NE 87, which we followed into the town
of Alliance and got gas. Then it was back to US 385 and
south again to US 26 which took us southeast and down
to I-80, which took us into the Hampton Inn in North
Platte, SD. We now had three days to get to Cypress,
and although there were two possible attractions on
the route, the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson, Kansas, and
the Golden Spike Tower, a lookout tower over the largest railroad yard in America, on the edge of North
Platte, we would not visit either one.

Forming the Circle
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Day 13, North Platt, NE to Hutchinson, Kansas, about 350 miles.

Day 15, Decatur, TX to Cypress, TX about
300 miles.

We started a little bit later on this leg and did our
first lap on I-80 for about 100miles, before exiting
south on US 183. We were on this leg for about 50
miles, passing through little towns with names like Center, Prairie, Alma and Walnut. When we got to Phillipsburg, Kansas, Dave decided to change the route on us.
He took us east on US 36, instead of dropping further
south and going east on KS 9 and KS 24. He said something about a problem on one of those routes showing
up on his Garmin. No matter, 36 was a nice route and
Kansas is mostly low rolling hillsides and cultivated
fields. Both routes would get us to US 81, a northSouth road. South, we went. Around Salina, KS, we got
onto I-135, and some 45 miles later, we got off the
Interstate and onto KS 61. Some fifteen miles later we
were in Hutchinson and at our Holiday Inn Express.

Skirt Dallas-Fort Worth run down to Waco, and on
down to Bryan, get to Rte. 290 and cars turned off
here and there as they sought their local ways home.
We pulled into Cypress at between 3 and 4 PM. Total
distance covered was about 4,330 miles, and different
drivers had different numbers depending on how they
calculated the distance, but 4,330 was a pretty good
number.

Day 14, Hutchinson, KS to Bowie, TX, 350
miles.
It was going to be more than 350 miles. The hotel in
Bowie had told Dave that they would be closed due to
recent tornado damage to the hotel. Dave looked further south to Decatur, TX and made new reservations.
We were OK with that.
We drove south out of Hutchinson on KS 559, and after covering some 35 miles, stopped for gas and coffee. On the road again, we bypassed Wichita, KS, by
running south on 247th street and 263rd street, well
out in the suburbs. About 100 miles later we crossed
into Oklahoma. We stopped for lunch in Enid, OK, the
restaurant had pictures of all the local people who had
served in the armed forces in WW II, Korea and more
recently. The parking lot was being resurfaced and we
beat up our suspension systems just by driving in and
driving back out. We passed west of Oklahoma City on
US 81, carried on down past Duncan, OK and stopped
for gas outside Comanche.
Back on the road, we crossed into Texas just below
Terral, OK and I think most of us felt like we were
home. This day was now the first day since starting
back from Yellowstone when the weather was sunny and
warm in the afternoon and you felt like you should be
wearing shorts again. We still were not at our destination, so on we drove, south of Bowie and eventually to
Decatur and our hotel, a Holiday Inn Express. One day
left.
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Award Ceremony
A day later we all gathered for the close-out and
awards dinner at the Creekwood Grill restaurant. Wives
and friends came, and the group sat at two tables in a
quiet corner of the restaurant.
The “Screaming Chicken” award – passed around every
day based on who had what problem with their car.. It
actually got passed around the driving group quite a bit.
Franz Bachmann got it first and he also won the award
for “First to Breakdown”. Dave Smith owned it for a
night or two (carburetor problem and later fuel pump),
as did Stan Seto (rewired O/D relay and later rewired
Alternator wire and then a fuel filter leak). John Reynolds also had a fuel pump problem and then there was
the failed wheel bearing, and Bob Pennington, whose
No. 4 spark plug was constantly fouling and issues with
his headlights.

A Screaming Chicken

Fixing a Fuel Filter Leak…..Chicken Coming Up
Listed below are the tour awards Dave passed out during the evening festivities:

•

Franz Bachmann got the “First to Breakdown”
award.

•

Dave Smith asked John Reynolds to assist him in
presenting the overall tour “Screaming Chicken”
award to himself (Dave Smith)

•

Bryan Roy got the “Boy Scout” award for being prepared and John Reynolds applauded that award.

•

Bryan Roy and Doug Trapp each got the NCI award
(No Car Issues –for the entire trip).

•

Mike Hado got the “Russ Seto Memorial Award” for
stepping in to fix most of the car breakdowns.

T-Shirt Back

Thus, ended the 2020 FOG tour.

Manuscript: Stan Seto
Editing: Mike Hado; Dave Smith; Stan Seto;
John Hanten
Photos: Stan Seto; Dave Smith; Mike Hado; Bob
Pennington
31

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

32

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

33

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

34

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

35

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

36

TTR FOG Trip 2020 - Yellowstone National Park

January 2021

37

Featured Car - Jan Kovach’s TR3A

January 2021

Continuing with the goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month again features one of the TTR cars
that was at the 2019 VTR National Convention in Dripping Springs, TX. That event was covered with comments
and photos by Shawn Frank, Editor of The Vintage Triumph, the monthly publication of the Vintage Triumph Register. Shawn has provided his permission to use both the text and photos in the featured cars from that event.
This month’s featured car is a red 1961 TR3A belonging to Jan Kovach, a TTR member since 1994. The car has a
very interesting history, and has been beautifully restored and modified. Jan showed the car at the 2019 VTR
National Convention. Here is his story about the car and his history with Triumphs.

How did you get interested in Triumphs?
As an owner of the (still aging) TR Roadster series I
through it all, love the lines and style of the TR3-3A
the most. Triumphs, particularly the TR3 -3A have
interested me since I purchased my first TR3 in the
summer of 1964. My first Triumph TR3 was a 1960
model with Triumph Racing Green exterior with Black
interior.
I recall that during my freshman year at college it
was not permissible for freshman to have a car at
school. So, like any good Triumph enthusiast I wasn’t
about to be without my 3, so I kept it at a local student’s house off campus. I would drive home to St.
Louis (about 2 hours) on some weekends. I drove
through some pretty heavy snow storms to get home.
I remember nearly freezing as the Smiths heater
worked but wasn’t efficient enough, (maybe it was
efficient just not large enough) so I could take my
coat off while driving. I still can picture in my mind
the snow that would come down so hard that when the
side curtains would flap open and close, snow came
into the car on both sides while I was driving on Interstate 70.

the TR3’s ride and style. So, my darling wife with her
first commission check from her personnel agency job
bought my second Triumph a TR3A.
I owned that one 31 years and sold it in 2007. I
bought my third Triumph another 3A in 2005, so I
had two TR3As at the same time for about 2 years.
This one was red with red interior, white soft top,
and white tonneau cover. I also had the hard top
which I had painted red to match the body.

What do you know about the history of
the car?
My third TR originally was owned by Dr. Leslie Ray
Cason in Tunis, Tunisia. In early 1968 Dr. Cason
moved to Texas and brought his TR3A with him. He
sold it to Dr Robert Ragsdale in 1968. Dr. Ragsdale
began a restoration project. Now here it gets interesting!

I kept my first TR3 until sometime in 1970. It was my
only car and I drove it to work every day. During the
winter the street department salted the roads from
November to February or early March, not good for
my 3. I owned this one for 6 years.
My second Triumph was a 3A. By this time in 1976 I
was living in Missouri City Texas. I had many stories
about my past TR3, so my wife Debbie knew I loved

Where in the World is Tunisia?
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The mechanic shop dismantled the car in preparation
for restoration. Dr. Ragsdale would periodically check
on the progress. No worries so far, that is until his
calls were not returned. Dr. Ragsdale went by the shop
and it was nearly empty, no one was there and neither
was his car which was still in pieces the last time he
saw it. Sometime later the mechanic was located living
in an apartment in Pasadena Texas, and so was the car
in the apartment in pieces. Subsequently, an agreement
was made between the prosecutor, judge, police dept.
and Dr. Ragsdale, that in order to avoid jail time, the
mechanic could finish the restoration while under probation, and supervision, which he masterfully completed.

When did you acquire this Triumph?
and how did you find it?

Where

I bought the car from Dr. Ragsdale in May of 2005 and
still own it today, 15 years later. I still have on the car
the brass plate which auto dealerships are required by
the government of Tunisia to be placed on autos. I
suppose this plate authenticates the auto is legal.
Close up of Tunisia Brass Plate

What has been done to the car? And what has
been done since you’ve owned it?
Working on my Triumphs over the years, one would
think I know more about repairs than I do. My most
priceless tools are the friends that work with me and
offer advice on repairs and upgrades. Thank goodness
for their patience.
My current TR3 A has had some changes and improvements on the way to making it a better running and satisfying vehicle.
Early on I decided to change out my 72 spoke wheels
with the British Alloy Sport Wheel. In order to be able
to use the original eared knock offs I needed the proper spacers on the axles to keep the wheels from rubbing the axle.
Tunisia Brass Plate Beside License Plate
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catch him the interior contacts and fittings broke
apart. I scoured all the British car parts outlets until I
finally found a new one. My electronic prowess is less
than what it should be and again a very competent member of the Club led the way and between the two of us
got it installed AND working!. If it weren’t for his
knowledge I might still be without directional lights.
I saw a set of Redline tires by Coker, (the original manufacturer in California) on a 59’ MGA. These Redlines
were first made for the early muscle cars in the late
50’s and 60’s. But, on this MGA they looked terrific. I
got in touch with Redline Distributor and the rest is
history. I just love them.
After Some Modifications
A club member and I installed an overdrive transmission
unit. Doing this is really nice for cruising and cooling as
well, helps reduce the RPMs at higher speeds.
I wanted to make steering easier so I had installed a
Rack and Pinion Steering Conversion Kit. Really nice.
To be able to use the original horn and flasher unit on
the steering wheel hub with the Rack and Pinion, I had
installed a Bastuck Indicator Contact on the split steering column. Without this part I would have had to bypass my trafficator and use a toggle switch on or under
the dash to enable me to use my directional lights.
I , with a friend from the Club, installed LED lights
completely around the car. First though, I needed to
change the generator by “flashing” it making it a negative ground rather than its current positive ground.
I had installed a Wizard all aluminum performance radiator. By the way Wizards are 100% made in the USA.
At the same time I had installed a Wizard (made by
SPAL) electric fan. This really made a big cooling difference.
Well, my 3 ½ year old grandson (gotta love him), got in
the 3A when visiting and took a liking to the chrome
indicator switch on the trafficator. He maneuvered the
switch back and forth so many times before I could

Sitting on Redline Tires
Most recently, I have replaced my SU H6 carburetors
with side draft Weber K131 kits. It has been a learning
experience. A lot of tuning needed, but much easier to
tune than the SU H6s. Jury is still out on these Webers. I am waiting for the four choke sleeves to arrive,
which will, or is supposed to solve the air flow problem I
am currently experiencing. Top end is really good, slower speeds coughs and spits, but it is because of the air
velocity, and these chokes will correct that. Fingers
crossed.
I did replace the vacuum distributor with a centrifugal
advance distributor, that has helped a lot. The Weber
instructions very plainly states that the vacuum advance
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Has the car been in any shows?
I have entered my car in regional shows, the All British Car Days (ABCD). It has won 3 First Place awards in
its class, and 1 Daily Driver Award.
I entered the VTR Nationals in 2019 and showed in the
Participant’s Choice. event. There were some great
looking Triumphs there. It was a really good show and
while I didn’t win there, I was still full of smiles especially seeing our Club members showing well.
Great travels to all! Like Mike Hado you gotta believe
“The Last Open Road”
Weber Carburetors

4th of July Parade Car!

Santa Kovach!

distributor won’t work well on the K131 Weber Conversion Kits.
I made the already nice interior a little more comfortable for driving. I installed a Bluetooth radio, CD player, now I can play my favorite oldies off my phone. I
also added an I Phone charger on the dash board. Actually looks and acts like an old cigarette lighter. I added
a center console with a cup holder, woo, woo, woo. But I
actually use it.
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North American Triumphs
This is my friend Jan Kovach. My wife, son, and I met
him at The Vintage Triumph Register National Convention this year in Dripping Springs, Texas, hosted
by the Hill Country Triumph Club, Austin TX.
The perfect Concours setting on Mercer Street was
not our first time meeting Jan during the National.
We had an amazing lunch with him the day before
during the wine tour, with a backdrop of grape vine
fields under the huge Texas sky, making for picturesque landscapes and welcoming settings.

Photos from 2019 VTR Concours

Jan is proud of his #104 1961 TR-3A and that was
apparent with every shiny bolt and polished panel.
When I came by to take photos during the Concours,
he stopped me, ran to the driver's side, and grabbed
a Bluetooth speaker he had hooked up to his phone.
Setting the speaker down, he quickly tuned his
phone to his Beatles station and at once Come Together blasted through the speaker, he said with a
welcoming motion, "OK, now it's the proper setting.
Now you can take the best pictures." His smile said
it all.
When I say Jan is my friend, I am fortunate to have
met this fine gentleman and privileged to take in his
beautiful Triumph.
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Photos from 2019 VTR
Concours

Story - Jan Kovach, John Hanten
Photos - Shawn Frank, Jan Kovach
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This month the Triumph link is to a 15 minute video by
Big Car, documenting the history of the Triumph Stag.
The origin of the initial design and it’s target market
and competition are discussed. There are several
minutes focusing on the Achilles Heel of the car…..the
V8 engine, which was unique to the Stag, and the issues with cooling and the requirement for using anticorrosive coolant year-round due to the iron engine
block and aluminum heads. Additionally, the limited
sales (about one per year per dealer) prevented systemic problems from being identified.
The Stag was designed as a grand tourer to compete
against the Mercedes SL line. Overall, only 15,000
were produced during the production run from 1970 to
1977, and the Stag was pulled from the US market in
1973.
Overall this is a good video, with a few ads that are
easily dispensed.

The Triumph Stag Story - YouTube
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Partial List of TTR Regalia
Item
$
Ladies Hats
12
Gray TTR T-shirts
15
Grille Badge
35
Men’s Hats
15
License Plate Frames
20
Hat Pins
7.5
Iron on Logo Patches
5
3
TR-3 Coffee Cups
For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master.
See website for additional info. Customized TTR-logo shirts are available through Lands End on-line purchase.
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Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters,
and shelf plates. The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf
plates.
Late-TR6 available Triumph colors

Other Triumph-related designs

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets
2019 Falling Leaves

2020 Polar Bear Run

2020 Bluebonnet Run

2020 Round Top Lunch Run

Pricing:
•
•
•
•

Round Magnets - $5
Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets)
Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25
Shelf Plate $20 (Stand is $2 additional)

Please contact me for any requests. I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can
cast to order. jbh
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This is another Bluebonnet newsletter article showcasing photos and sales prices of recent Triumph cars sold (or
offered) at auction. The articles will rotate through the various Triumph models each month.
This month features Triumph TR4 / 4A sales from Bring a Trailer website. The site has additional sales information and detailed descriptions going back six years.
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December has been another month of wiring on the
Datsun 240Z project. I went through a period this
month where I was looking for the absolute best marine grade crimp connectors for my project. What’s a
marine grade connector and how does it differ from a
normal crimp connector, you might ask? Marine grade
crimp connectors have shrink-fit plastic already installed on the crimp with adhesive inside. When you use
your heat gun to shrink the shrink-fit plastic, the adhesive makes the connection impervious to moisture.
I even found a connector that allows you to crimp your
wire into a butt connector and then hit it with a heat
gun to release solder in the center to make a crimp and
solder connection. Plus, it had shrink-fit with adhesive
making it marine grade, too. The problem you run into
when using connectors with shrink-fit on them is sometimes the plastic gets compromised in order to make a
really solid connection when doing the crimp.
I finally realized that the best connectors have no
shrink-fit covers or adhesive; just bare metal. Once
crimped you add the marine grade shrink-fit to the
connection and you end up with the best of both worlds
– a solid crimp along with moisture resistance. My car
building education seems to take me down quite a few
rabbit holes before I come up with what I think is the
best solution for my project. At least I now have a new
tool I can use in wiring my future projects, so it’s certainly not wasted time.
I’m continuing to fab-up brackets in order to mount all
the circuit breakers required to run the V8. I created
a nice bracket to mount the two relays for the dual-fan
setup on my radiator. I then needed to mount three 30
amp circuit breakers; two for the fans and one for the
Vintage AC system. I also needed to add a 250 amp circuit breaker between the alternator and the battery. I
struggled for a bit to figure out where to put all the
breakers as they needed to be close to the battery.
Inspiration struck after I mounted the windshield
washer tank on the driver’s side of the engine bay and
I realized that I could use a similar mount for the passenger side for my electrical components. I’m especially
proud of the bracket I made as it required a hole in it
for routing wire, plus it needed two mounting points and
a 90 degree bend. Once I got it installed I realized

that the bracket looked almost identical to how Nissan
added the electronics for the 280Z’s fuel injection.
Great minds think alike, right?
While I’m doing the wiring for the engine, I figured I
better get the wiring, amplifier mount and other components needed for a pretty high-end stereo in the Z.
I’m not sure if the car will be quiet enough to enjoy
tunes, but I’m moving forward with the assumption that
the exhaust system I’ve designed, but haven’t installed
yet, will be sufficient to quiet down the long-tube
headers. I’m adding some additional Dynamat to the
interior to help out a bit in that area.
The interior of the Z doesn’t have a bunch of space for
speakers, so that was a bit of a challenge. Back in the
‘80s I cut some 6” x 9” holes in the tool storage bins
just behind the seats. When I started this restomod, I
filled the holes back in. In hind-sight those old tool
storage bins were probably still the best area for
speakers, so I recut the holes and mounted some Infinity Reference speakers. I bought some kick panel
speaker pods that will allow me to install some 6.5” Infinity Reference speakers in the front. Still needing a
bit more bass, I bought a 12” Cerwin Vega spare tire
mounted subwoofer. The old 14” spare tire is no longer
usable on the Z due to the Wilwood disk brakes, so I
figured I’d use the spare tire space for the subwoofer.
With the cover over the
subwoofer and the carpet installed, you won’t be able
to see the subwoofer. I suspect it will easily be heard,
considering the small cockpit.
The Cerwin Vega has its own amplifier, so I’m currently
fabbing up a new bracket to mount an Alpine Class D 449

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore
channel amplifier. I really wanted to hide the amp, but
ultimately decided that it would be better to install it
on top of one of the tool boxes as there were already
two 6 mm holes there, plus I added a new nutzert to
allow me to bolt the bracket down in three positions.
Very solid mount! Big amps need airflow, so having the
amp out in the open will help it run better, too. It’s
pretty cool looking with mostly black trim and a subtle
blue light on the top.
I’ve still got the running of the 4 gauge amp cable to
do. I’m probably going to have to cut a hole in the firewall, install a grommet and then route the wire back to
the Cerwin Vega and the Alpine amp. They both require
8 gauge power connections, so the 4 gauge line will run
to the spare wheel cavity and then I’ll split it out to
two 8 gauge lines. Crutchfield provided all the wiring,
plus the fuse needed to make the connection at the
battery.
I decided on an Optima Yellow Top deep charging battery to power the electrics. It’s got 720 cold cranking
amps, which should be more than the LS1/Datsun 240Z
electrical system will need, plus it has the advantage of
lasting longer than most other Optima batteries. I’ve
got one still in use after 7 years. It seems almost impossible to kill it. I found an Optima made battery
holder that fits perfectly in the stock Datsun battery
location. The Optima has top posts, plus side-mounted
posts, which will allow me to hook the amplifier circuit
on the side-mount post and then use the top mount
post for the other systems. Their battery box follows
the contours of the Optima battery, which I think is a
pretty cool little detail that probably nobody but me
will notice in the future. That’s life in the restomod
world, I suppose.
I found a Military spec battery terminal from Fastronix that has to be the coolest terminal I’ve used in the
past. It was designed for the Military to allow for quite
a few more electrical connections than normal. Perfect
for all the connections I need hooked up. Especially, as
the Positive terminal on the starter is starting to get
very crowded.
Taking some time out from wiring, I redid all the headliner upholstery again. When I did it years ago, I did
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not use strong enough adhesive to handle the foam substrate and vinyl covering on the Z. I used contact cement on the foam and then used some 3M headliner
adhesive that has to be the strongest spray-on glue in
existence. I had a heck of a time getting the headliner
installed because it wanted to stick to itself with just a
minor touch. I did get the headliner up and it stuck almost immediately. Very good stuff! I’m probably going
to use the 3M Headliner adhesive for installing vinyl in
the future versus the 3M Yellow adhesive I have been
using for the Triumphs.
I also spent some time removing the vinyl on the rear
strut towers and reapplying stronger adhesive and
some serious heat-gun action to get them to fit much
better than I had originally done. It’s been 9 years
since I retired from gainful employment and have been
restomodding old cars pretty much fulltime and I’m
constantly amazed by how much my capabilities have
increased in little areas during that time. I’ve started
to call myself the previous owner (PO) when I run into
an area that I did not do the best work previously and
so now I have to go back and correct something. That
just shows I’m making progress, right?
I’m thinking that I should be finishing up the wiring in
January and HOPEFULLY starting up the car very soon.
My go-to guy for setting up all the custom Tech Toy
Tuning suspension components has sold his shop and
won’t have access to an alignment machine after March,
so I need to get the car over to his shop within the
month. My go-to guy is Doug Balke at Awesome Z. He’s
been in the Datsun repair business for well over 30
years and has finally decided to retire from fulltime
work. He’s building a shop behind his house for small
projects, but will be selling his lifts, paint booth and
alignment machines, so I’m certainly glad I found out
that I now had a deadline to get the Z over to his shop.
I was over in his neck of the woods picking up some ceramic coated headers for the TR7 V8 project, so I
dropped by to visit. It’s been 10 years since I’d visited
his shop and it was good to catch-up with Doug.
Hopefully, I’ll be getting to building the exhaust in January. I’m looking forward to learning quite a bit about
TIG welding Stainless Steel. Not sure how the exhaust
will end up looking, but – if not too pretty – the flap
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disk on my grinder and some ceramic coating
ought to make it look pretty. We’ll see…

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars!
Plus, stay safe!

Upper Left – Fitting the Optima battery box
onto my new Optima deep cycle battery. I
have since powder coated the battery box.
Upper Right – Bracket I created for installing circuit breakers. Note that covers on
the breakers makes them Marine grade – i.e.,
resistant to moisture.
Lower Left – Bracket installed for circuit
breakers. Note: breakers need to be within
12” from the battery, so location of bracket
is important.

51

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore

January 2021

Upper Left – Powder coated battery box and circuit breaker mount installed.
Upper Right – Titanium headers ceramic coated
for the TR7 V8 project.
Lower Left – Cerwin Vega 12” subwoofer mounted
in the spare tire well on the Z.
Lower Right – bought some plates for the Z, so
makes things feel closer to start-up.
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Upper Left – Fixing up shoddy work by Previous Owner.
Upper Right – Still need to remove the strut
tower vinyl and reapply with correct glue.
Lower Left – Examples of crimp connectors
I’ve bought this month. All pretty good, but
in the future, I’ll be going with the metal
connectors at the lower left and adding heat
-shrink. Better connections, plus more cost
effective.
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So now it’s January, and time to start thinking about a
better year ahead, and opportunities for me to do
more interesting articles for this newsletter.
As I reflect back, the normal club events from last
January, including a monthly in-person meeting and the
Polar Bear Run, now seem like a distant past in another
lifetime. I’m sure it’s the same for everyone who has
had to adapt, but this has been a truly memorable year
in many bad ways, and some not-so-bad. In lieu of inperson meetings, almost all of my normal social events
have been replaced by ZOOM meetings, with fewer
sidebar conversations, and business is usually conducted quite efficiently. I find myself phoning my father
in Minnesota several times a week, and talking about
events that occurred long ago, that he remembers
better than I do.
This is my eighth edition of the newsletter, and my
workflow has become more organized and I find myself standing on the shoulders of previous newsletter
Editors, notably James Moore and Jeff Harris, both
of whom received awards for Outstanding Newsletter
from the VTR. So, with the format and style largely
established, the current challenge, as I have complained before, is finding fresh content due to lack of
in-person events and photos. Fortunately, as a result
of the Bluebonnet Archival Project completed this
year, there is a trove of material that can be refreshed and published that will be new material for
most of the current club members. I plan to continue
the theme of featuring TTR cars from the 2019 Nationals, using text authored by members and photos
provided by VTR Editor Shawn Frank. So, don’t be surprised if I contact you about being a contributing author….its a good opportunity to say something about
yourself and your car.

I thank the regular contributors to this issue…..Hal,
Jerry, and James for their contributions, Stan Seto
for his chronicle of the 2020 FOG Trip, and Jan Kovach for sharing the story of his TR3.
The next issue will likely be a bit smaller, but will contain all of the normal content as well as some feature
articles from TTR members and guest contributors.
As always, I welcome any contributed articles from
any TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, Triumph history or trivia, or almost anything else you feel
might be of interest to the club members.
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Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly membership meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we
have our annual Christmas Party). For more information, contact Mike Hado
(281.807.4780).
We look forward to meeting you!

Check one:

New Membership

Renewal

Update

Member’s Name:

___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day)

_____________/_____________________________

Spouse’s Name:

___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day):

_____________/_____________________________

Street (or Mailing) Address:
City:

Optional: Send in a photo
of yourself/selves and
your Triumph(s).

__________________________________________________

____________________________________

Home Phone: _______________

Work phone:

State:

_____

Zip: _________

_____________

Cell: _______________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please tell us about
them:

Year

Model

_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________
_____ ___________

Commission No.

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Color

________
________
________
________
________

Condition*

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car

Dues: $30 per year per family.
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box
40847, Houston, Texas 77240-0847). Your cancelled check is your receipt. –or-On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website!
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