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“In the summertime, when the weather is hot, you can stretch right up and touch
the sky…” Well, Mungo Jerry might have been describing the hot days here in
Houston, now that summer has arrived, but we all know that we can just put the top
down on our Triumphs and reach up and touch the sky. Of course, driving around in
July might be a “Cruel Summer”, but getting together with your friends in TTR is
probably the best way to enjoy “Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer.” So, get
those cars out on the road, and join us for hot time, during this “Summer in the
City.”
Our June started off with the first meeting of the
2019-2020 TTR membership year. Thank you to the
Hados for their hospitality in hosting a large turnout
of the TTR family. Mike, as always, was glad to show
everyone the progress he’s been making on a number
of restorations and rebuild projects in the garage. It
was great seeing so many folks in attendance; a special
welcome back to our treasurer Patsy Papp, who has
been unable to come to our last couple of meetings due
to health concerns. It is also great to see that John
Reynolds was again with us, despite it being a lot
hotter outside than those Michigan summers that he
and Liz have gotten used to these past few years. We
saw a number of TTR friends who have been absent
from our meetings and events, and am glad to see them
back with us. We were treated to photo-slide shows
by both Mike Hado and me of the recent F.O.G. tour,
and I know all of you are looking forward to reading
the next installment of trip tales by Dave Smith.
Just as Cindy and John Blum were able to breathe
some new life into the Falling Leaves Tour in 2018, our
new V.P. – Special Events, Mike Rouse, along with his
better half Sallie, have already started making plans
for this year’s Falling Leaves Tour. This year, we’ll be
heading off to Louisiana, and a tour of the famous
Avery Island, home to the Tabasco Company, whose
spicy elixir so many of us enjoy with our meals. This
promises to be a “hot” time, and I encourage everyone
who may be interested to look for more information
from Mike, both in the Bluebonnet and via the TTR emails. I would also remind everyone that this fall
brings the VTR National Convention in Dripping
Springs, Texas. This is put on by our fellow Texas
Triumph friends at the Hill Country Triumph Club of
Austin, from October 6th through 11th. Check out
their website and register today. Remember, the
registration fee goes up at the end of July!

Fred Wagner
Despite the higher temps, we continue to enjoy the
Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club events each
Saturday – please give your suggestions for venues to
Sam Jeffries and John Barrett. We’ll also be looking
forward to other dinner drives and suggested day
events this summer. We still need a volunteer for the
V.P. – Events Coordinator position. In the meantime,
please submit your ideas to me, or any of the other
officers of TTR. Perhaps we’ll be able to get together
with some of our friends in other car clubs for some
joint events. I’m pretty sure that, in a city as big as
Houston, there are an unlimited number of things we
can do that involve driving our Triumphs. Summer is the
perfect time to share events and memories with family
members – and there’s no bigger family than TTR! So,
forget those “Summertime Blues”, and drive your
Triumph - we do!
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The roaming mechanic and his lovely wife are no strangers to a
Sunday drive in a TR3. Not everyone takes their Sunday drive as
seriously as Prudence and I. We left Wednesday evening before
dark, drove 14 hours to her brothers, slept and spent the day in
Tennessee's version of Luckenbach. Friday, we drove a short 8
hours to Lynchburg, VA for the wedding family welcoming dinner.
Saturday, we attended my nephews wedding on a farm in a
remote area of Bedford. The road to "The Old Mill Farm" from
the 'highway' was technically paved and wide enough for 2 cars
to pass, but a farm truck pulling a hay wagon at the posted speed
limit of 50mph, will require someone to leave the pavement. The last mile or so of road after the
gate was not paved but rolled through manicured lawn made more surreal by the century old chinked
log cabin on the far side of the pond, and a steel wheeled tractor rusting into the lawn aside some
unidentifiable farm attachments.
Having driven the farthest in the oldest car, we were given an award. The prize was an hour-long
photography session of the car in this awesome setting with 3 photographers and a drone. As an
extra bonus, the newlyweds took our seats.
The Sunday drive was to my niece’s house for a family brunch. Her property backs up to the Blue
Ridge Parkway, with a view of the highest point from the deck out back. The paved county road to it
has a line painted in the center, but it's only a suggestion. The bridges are not wide enough for the
center line. The road "in" wasn't the same we took "out" though either involved lots of shifting,
braking, turning and sitting as high as possible to see if the road was dropping left or right. A short
distance down the county road led us to the entrance of the Blue Ridge Parkway, but - since we
needed to get back - we opted to stay on the main road.
We spent another night in Slayden, Tennessee at Pru's brother’s, and took the highway towards
Houston. We might have made it home Monday, but Pru wanted a stop to eat at Clear Springs in
Nacogdoches. We got there at 8:55PM. They seat until 8:54PM, but allowed Pru to use the
restroom. When they realized we were with the TTR, they made a late exception and we were
seated. Since it was the only meal we stopped for, it was the best. We made it home by 12:30AM
Tuesday.
We logged over 2,500 miles with about 43 hours behind the wheel. By anyone's definition, we didn't
break down. The only 'event' was when the heavy rain started somewhere around Little Rock on the
return trip and the wipers didn't turn on. I pulled off the highway, checked the wires on the motor
in the rain and opted to drive without wipers to the gas station a mile up the road. Under the
shelter of the gas pumps, the wipers worked fine. They were working fine for the 150 miles of rain
we drove thru in Arkansas on the way up, so maybe they were just tired. They worked the rest of
the way home though it only rained intermittently.

I hope our next Sunday drive is as eventful.
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Perhaps you'd like to print something pertaining to Pete's pesky problem with his new purchase and
the posse performing precise Over-Drive problematic isolation.
I'll cut to the chase. Mike Hado had to call the Pope of Overdrive in the galaxy of Laycock (AKA,
John Esposito of Quantum Mechanics fame) who told Mike he would find this holy grail of OD
failure behind door number one. Most of us were skeptical, but it's hard to argue with the Pope.
Removing the 'pressure dump valve' (behind door number one) allowed us to see a stuck piston. Poor
Pete's performance had been preempted by a poorly performing piston! It took a C-Clamp to press
the piston out, and the... whatever was in there, to disappear. After 'cleaning', the piston was free
to move about the chamber. Putting it all back together proved the fault had been corrected.
After a fine day in the garage keeping James either running for a large assortment of odd tools, or
making him climb into the TR6 up on the lift, we all agreed the problem was fixed. But still, no one
understands any better how the OD works -except for Mike and the Pope.

Jer

Top Left – Jerry & Mike asking for help from
the Pope to cure Pete’s overdrive!
Top Right – A typical Sunday drive for Jerry &
Pru.
Lower Left – Pete supervising the work on his
TR6.
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From member, Pete Postma
To the editor: (James, this is to you, about you and others, but it is a commentary on the goodness
that is Texas Triumph Register).
In March of 2003 Joan and I went to dinner with Russ and Marianne Seto, and Vern and Carol
Burnette. We had been neighbors since 1975. Over a glass (or two?) of wine I told them I wanted
to buy a TR6. Soon after that, Russ called and said he found a car that he would recommend from
Ron Harris in Salado. Joan and I were in New Hampshire visiting her relatives at the time. When
we prepared to return to Houston, we noticed that the flight stopped in Houston but continued on
to Austin. A few phone calls later Joan and I were on our way to Austin to be met at the Airport by
Ron and taken to Salado to buy his TR6. This was followed by a cross-country trip to Cypress in our
new adventure, a shiny Mallard Blue 1974 TR6. Upon arrival in Cypress we proudly showed our son
Bob our acquisition only to have the fuel pump fail in his driveway. Thus, began our journey.
Russ soon made repairs for which Ron agreed to pay. Russ and Vern Burnett kept it running for
several years, including transmission work that they farmed out to Mike Hado. I became a regular
at TTR breakfasts. The fellowship was great. I learned what I could about Triumphs, but the most
important fact was Russ Seto’s phone number.
Later, I showed up at a TTR breakfast driving a 1929 Model A Ford Tudor. Richard Dicks said,
“You’ll be back.” After 2 years his prophecy was fulfilled. I got a second Mallard Blue 1974 TR6.
Not as nice as the previous one, but I was back! This one began to cough and sputter and become
very unreliable. Russ tried several ways to fix it. His approach was very gentle on my pocket book.
He suggested that I get some other opinions.
Now the friendship, generosity and wisdom of TTR expanded to take on my problems again. James
Moore diagnosed vapor lock, Karl Rettenmaier encouraged me to replace the carburetors, Jerry
Gruss said there must be an electrical problem in there somewhere. With great enthusiasm they
generously gave of their time and wisdom to make this car right. It ran wonderfully.
Then (once upon a time) on the way to breakfast the battery of the greatly improved TR6 blew up,
setting the remainder of the car on fire for a total loss.
Now for the good news James and I looked at other TR6 prospects, but were greatly disappointed.
But James ran the sunshine pump over and over. There is a Unicorn out there to replace my
Triumph, James nicknamed Flambé. A $7,000 TR6 in perfect condition. He looked and looked and
sure enough came up with one that nearly met the requirements. He took my check to the seller
and trailered my new car to his garage before I ever saw it. He and Karl and Jerry and others
worked on it redoing the interior, the top, the fluids the carburetor and whatever was needed.
When the overdrive didn’t cooperate, Mike Hado was brought in with a whole new level of expertise.
As they worked on my overdrive, I felt like I was in the presence of Henry Ford! Such wisdom and
skill!!!! The Denton Cooley’s and Michael DeBakey’s of the world of Triumph cars. The operation was
a success! All this is to say to fellow members of Texas Triumph Register you are blessed to be
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part of this group. The wisdom and fellowship, the shared knowledge, the energy and helpfulness
cannot be matched anywhere. Thank you, thank you, thank you, FRIENDS.
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From member, Dave Smith’s archives…
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Day 8 – May 14, 2019: Durham, NC to Norfolk, VA (295 miles)
Part I of this article covered the first seven days of our fifteen-day tour and ended with our merry
little group of twelve Triumph enthusiasts arriving safely in Durham, NC. The first order of
business for Day 8 was a visit to Flying Circus British Cars in Durham. With the restoration and
service shop not opening until 9:00am, we planned on an 8:30am departure from the hotel. As we
were staging for our departure, Mike Hado noticed his right rear tire appeared low. Further
examination revealed the valve stem was leaking, but after re-inflating the tire the valve stem
appeared to be working properly. Appropriate recognition of this unfortunate event was provided
later that evening during wine hour!

We arrived to the shop right at opening time and enjoyed a great visit. The main garage area was
stuffed with many British cars that were either receiving service/repairs or scheduled for
restoration. In addition, the facility had a back lot with numerous project and parts cars. What
made the visit special for me was I confirmed what the rear deck support bar for my 1969 GT6
looked like and even more special was they also had a GT6 parts car out back and they agreed to sell
and ship the parts to me!! Visits like this make these trips very rewarding. If you are looking for
used Triumph parts, you might give the folks at Flying Circus British Cars a call and certainly if ever
in the Durham, NC area you should plan a shop visit. With our visit complete, we next headed for
the sand hills at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina for a tour of the Wright Brothers National Monument.
Arriving around 3:00pm, we spent a couple hours visiting the various sites including a short hike up
Kill Devil Hill. The museum/visitor center contained a full-scale model of the original Wright Flyer.
You can also walk down the original airfield flight line, which is marked with pylons depicting the
distance for each of their first four flights. With the weather threatening to rain, tops went up
and we headed for our evening stop in Norfolk, VA. Arriving and checking into the hotel shortly
before 7:00pm, we proceeded straight to our dinner venue, which was a nice Irish pub just a couple
blocks away. The dinner group was shy two gents, as Andreas Zimmer was having a foot issue
requiring some attention. Roommate, Karl Rettenmaier, also stayed back to assist Andreas. They
determined he needed a specific ointment that appeared to only be available at CVS Pharmacy and
one of the hotel staff knew where the closest CVS was located and volunteered to drive Andreas to
get the required medicine. The ointment seemed to do the trick, but I suspect another associated
foot issue persisted, for on Day 12 Andreas’s was pulled over by the police for excessive speeding
as we started our first run on the Tail of the Dragon! After our dinner at the Irish pub, I led
several members of the group on a side excursion to view the WW II battleship USS Wisconsin BB64 which was tied-up to a nearby dock in downtown Norfolk. A very impressive ship! We originally
planned a tour of the ship on our arrival to Norfolk; however, our late arrival to the hotel forced us
to cancel the visit. One important final note for Day 8, is the awarding of the “Screaming Chicken
Award” to Mike Hado for his tire issue in Durham.
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Overview map of route from Durham, NC to Norfolk, VA

Mike Hado adds air to his nearly flat tire.

Triumphs arrive at Flying Circus British Cars.
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Inside the main shop, which was filled with project cars.

The outside back-lot was filled with numerous project and parts cars
cars.
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Mike Hado and Tyler Smith prepare for flight

Distance markers for the first four flights.

Wright Brothers monument on Kill Devil Hill.
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Full scale model of the Wright Flyer inside the visitor center.
Day 9 – May 15, 2019: Norfolk, VA to Annapolis MD (228 miles)
We departed the hotel around 8:30am for a short drive to Fantom Works antique and classic car
restoration shop. Upon arrival, we discovered that the shop was only available for tours on Friday
afternoons. We were able to visit the classic malt shop that serves as a reception/meeting area for
the shop. Owner Daniel Short stepped inside for a few minutes to talk with us and then his wife took
over and talked briefly about the discontinued popular TV show about the shop. As we departed the
shop, she took us through one end of the service/work area, which allowed for a few quick photos.
This would be a good venue to visit again, especially on a Friday afternoon. The rest of the day was
devoted to a drive across Chesapeake Bay to the Delaware Peninsula and a stop in Easton, MD to visit
Coventry Motor Works. As we were leaving the Norfolk area, we stopped for gas and Doug Trapp
was informed his brake lights were not working. The diagnosis was a faulty brake switch, which he
fortunately (maybe) had a replacement. Because of the location of the switch, swapping it out was
somewhat of a challenge. The tag team of Doug and Karl Rettenmaier were finally successful in
installing the new switch. Of course, the story does not end there! The new switch did not work and
during the process of uninstalling the switch, it exploded apart (so much for the new electrical
replacements). Doug decided to clean, lubricate and reinstall the original, better constructed brake
switch. It worked, but the process took over an hour and Doug would later be awarded his second
“Screaming Chicken Award” putting him well in front for the overall tour chicken award!
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Once on the Delaware Peninsula, Karl realized our proposed route to Easton, MD would come very
close to crossing into Delaware (a state that he had never been in before). He proposed an alternative
route that crossed just inside Delaware for a few miles. With that checked off Karl’s bucket list, we
arrived at Coventry Motor Works around 4:00pm. We were met by owner Sandy Thompson, his three
sons and later by his wife. He even invited members of the area British car club to stop by for a visit
and a very nice cookout! This was really a great stop and was much appreciated by our group. After
saying our farewells and thanks to the Coventry Motor Works group, we proceeded to Annapolis,
which was just over 40 miles away. Arriving around 7:00pm and after check-in to our hotel we enjoyed
a relaxing wine hour in the hotel lobby and presented Doug Trapp with his second “Screaming Chicken
Award”.

Overview map of route from Norfolk, VA to Annapolis, MD

Left - Fantom Works restoration shop in Norfolk, VA.
Right - Inside Fantom Works ‘60s era Malt Shop.
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Inside the main shop area to Fantom Works.

Doug Trapp removes faulty brake switch and tests the old brake
switch before temporarily installing a new switch.
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Triumphs everywhere at Coventry Motor Works in Easton, MD

The Coventry Motor Works team, a few local British Car Club members and our tour group.
.
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It doesn’t get any better, a great day driving a Triumph, a glass of wine and winning the prestigious
“Screaming Chicken Award”!
Day 10 – May 16, 2019: Annapolis, MD to Lynchburg, VA (271 miles)
The drive from Annapolis to Lynchburg, VA started out on the wrong foot. As we left the hotel, I
led the group off in the wrong direction resulting in the group being separated. We regrouped at a
nearby gas station except for Andreas, who missed seeing us turn into the station. He stopped a
short distance ahead, but was not certain where the rest of us had stopped. As we were discussing
how next to proceed, a gas station patron stopped to admire the cars and stated she knew the gas
station where Andreas had stopped and offered to drive-up and bring him back. Ten minutes later
she returned with Andreas following her! It is rewarding to know there really are a lot of nice
friendly people out there. Once finally heading off in the right direction, within an hour into the
drive Mike Hado and John Barrett must have felt the draw of Washington D.C. as they missed our
turn to head south on US-301. They did not realize their error until they drove past the Pentagon!
Rather than trying to catch-up with the group they followed an alternate route toward our next
planned stop at Moss Motors in Petersburg, VA. They arrived at Moss Motors around lunch time
and decided to drop off our parts order and have lunch at a nearby restaurant. The main group
arrived at Moss Motors around 2:00pm. We were met by warehouse manager, Steve Safran, who
provided us with a very informative tour of the facility including a visit to their upholstery shop to
see the impressive computerized fabric cutting table. Once we completed the tour and picked up all
of the parts we had ordered, the group headed west toward Lynchburg, VA. If time allowed, we
hoped to visit the Appomattox Court House, but we were behind schedule and unfortunately had to
take a miss. We arrived at our Lynchburg hotel at 7:00pm and almost immediately headed out for
dinner. The hotel front desk staff recommended a couple restaurants and as it turns out the group
ended up in a couple different restaurants. It is commonly a challenge to keep a group of several
cars together and attempt to arrive at a specified location in a town you are not familiar with!
Despite being in different venues both groups enjoyed a nice dinner and evening.
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Overview map of route from Annapolis, MD to Lynchburg, VA

Lunch stop in Bowling Green, VA

Triumphs arrive at Moss Motors, Petersburg, VA
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Tour of Moss Motors showroom and extremely well-organized parts warehouse led by Steve Safran

TR tour group at Moss Motors
Day 11 – May 17, 2019: Lynchburg, VA to Asheville, NC (296 miles)
We managed an 8:15am start for our drive to Asheville, NC., with several cars starting out with
tops down (that would change). Initially following my Garmin GPS, we missed the turn for VA-460.
With a little effort we were able to get back on track and headed west toward Roanoke, VA and the
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entrance to the Blue Ridge Parkway. With the weather threatening, we pulled into a shopping center
parking lot and tops went up. We encountered a few light showers, but once on the Blue Ridge
Parkway we had very nice weather. The drive along the parkway is fantastic with many hills, curves
and scenic overlooks. The posted speed limit along the parkway is 45 mph, which challenged a few in
our group to maintain! We stopped at a great restaurant along the parkway, the Mabry Mill
Restaurant & Gift Shop in Meadows of Dan, VA, for lunch before continuing our charge toward
Asheville. Further along the parkway at our next gas/pit stop most of the group decided to take a
faster route to the hotel, while Karl, Andreas and John Barrett elected to continue down the Blue
Ridge Parkway to Asheville. The main group arrived at the hotel around 6:00pm, while the parkway
boys arrived approximately an hour later. During this final leg of the drive Franz Bachmann
reported smelling coolant from his TR3 and Fred Wagner in the car behind him noticed a light spray
on his windshield. We pulled over expecting to find a failed radiator hose but discovered the only
problem was a loose radiator cap. That was good news for Franz; however, it was a recordable car
issue requiring the group to pull over, which qualified him for the “Screaming Chicken Award”! The
award was presented during a very nice wine hour held in the hotel lobby. We were joined by Fred
Wagner’s Uncle who resides in the Asheville area. Once the parkway boys arrived and checked into
the hotel the group walked next door to Carrabba’s Italian Grill for a pleasant dinner.

Overview map of route from Lynchburg, VA to Asheville, NC
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Scenic stops along Blue Ridge Parkway, Virginia and North Carolina

Lunch at Mabry Mill Restaurant along Blue Ridge Pkwy

Mike Hado adds coolant to the radiator

Franz checks on possible coolant issue on his TR3

Franz and his first “Screaming
Chicken Award”
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Day 12 – May 18, 2019: Asheville, NC to Chattanooga, TN (238 miles)
Today’s schedule included three main highlights for the drive to Chattanooga, TN. Our first stop
was a visit to Wheels Through Time Museum in Maggie Valley, NC. Wow, what an interesting place!
The museum is primarily a motorcycle museum and contained well over 300 antique and classic
motorcycles. What makes it special is that all of the motorcycles run and none have been restored
back to showroom condition, just maintained in a running condition. There are a few antique autos,
abundant memorabilia and lots of tools. This is definitely a place to visit when you are in western
North Carolina. After leaving the museum, we headed for the North Carolina and Tennessee border
to drive along the Tail of the Dragon. In case you are not familiar with this famous primarily
motorcycle route, it is an 11 mile stretch of US-129 (primarily in Tennessee) that has 318 curves!
It is fun driving the “Tail” in Triumphs but it can be a challenge and dangerous due to the traffic,
especially the oncoming traffic and impatient “crotch rocket jockeys”! We ended up making two
runs, one heading north into Tennessee and the second heading south back to the Deals Gap
Motorcycle Resort and shop area. The official speed limit is 35 mph; however, very few motorcycle
and sports car enthusiasts obey the speed signs. Being a beautiful Saturday morning there were
many vehicles on the road including a couple policemen. Shortly after starting our first run, I heard
Andreas call on our hand-held radios stating he had been pulled-over by one of the policemen. He
apparently had managed to get his TR6 well over the 35-mph limit and was caught! Not certain if
his German accent helped or not, but he managed to only receive a warning ticket. After visiting
the Deals Gap gift shop, most of the group then headed south to Robbinsville, NC in search of a
good lunch spot, with the rest of us arriving shortly thereafter. The drive after lunch included a
great run along the very scenic Cherohala Skyway (TN-165) to Tellico Plains, TN. Before arriving in
Chattanooga, Franz noticed his engine was sputtering, so we pulled over and determined his ignition
coil failed. After a relatively quick swap out of coils, we were back on the road arriving to the hotel
in Chattanooga around 7:30pm. Although a somewhat late arrival to the hotel, we still managed to
have a short wine hour and present Franz with his second “Screaming Chicken Award”. Franz was
now tied with Doug Trapp; each having won two awards!

Overview map of route from Asheville, NC to Chattanooga, TN
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Wheels Through Time Museum in Maggie Valley, NC

Inside Wheels Through Time Museum
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Turn-around pull-out at end of 11 mile “Tail of the Dragon” and group photo in front of dragon statue at Deals Gap,
NC
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Tyler Smith at “Tree of Shame” Deals Gap, NC and scenic stop along Cherohala Skyway, note hood up on
Franz’s TR3

Scenic overlook along Cherohala Skyway in Tennessee
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Franz and John prepare to change out the ignition coil on his TR3, an event that won Franz his second “Screaming
Chicken Award”
Day 13 – May 19, 2019: Chattanooga, TN to Oxford, MS (315 miles)
Prior to departing for Oxford, MS, we said our farewells to Stan Seto and Franz Bachmann as they
were heading to Dillard, GA for the National TRA convention. After a gas stop in Kimball, TN, I
missed seeing the signs for US-72 W and thought it was the next exit off of I-24. Unfortunately,
we drove 16 miles before concluding that US 72 W was back where we exited for the last gas stop.
Once back on the right track, we travelled into eastern Alabama and several members decided to
drive into Huntsville, AL to visit the Rocket and Space Museum. We had previously stopped at the
museum during the 2012 Triumph Tour and remembered it was a very nice museum. The other
members consisting of Karl, Andreas and Bob elected to head for the hotel in Oxford, MS. After
leaving Huntsville, we continued west on US-72 W and unfortunately missed the turn to the south
at Cherokee, AL that would have provided access to the Natchez Trace. Taking a more direct route
to Oxford, we arrived to the hotel around 5:30pm. We held wine hour in the hotel lobby followed by
a short walk across the street to a Mexican restaurant for dinner. Karl and Andreas arriving
earlier to the hotel had already checked out the restaurant and enjoyed their margarita happy
hour! Most of the group gathered around the cars in the hotel parking lot after dinner for a glass
of port. Perhaps the influence of alcohol, Karl confessed that he had to change his ignition coil on
the TR6 during the drive to Oxford. After praising him for his honesty, I presented him with the
day’s “Screaming Chicken Award”, which was his second award. Now we had a three-way tie for the
overall award and only two days of driving left! The competition and tension for the award was
certainly building!
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Overview map of route from Chattanooga, TN to Oxford, MS
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Final Triumph Tour 2019 group picture at hotel in Chattanooga, TN
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A visit to the US Space & Rocket Center in Huntsville, AL

July, 2019
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Karl receives his second “Screaming Chicken Award” and shares his glass of Port

Day 14 – May 20, 2019: Oxford, MS to Alexandria, LA (327 miles)
We were back on the road at 8:00am heading for Alexandria, LA. The drive was fairly uneventful,
which on the back-legs of these long road trips, is a good thing! We had no car issues and to the
best of my knowledge I did not miss any turns. We stopped at a great restaurant for lunch in Oak
Grove, LA, Cindy Kay’s Kitchen. It was basically a buffet with catfish and fried chicken. We arrived
at our final night’s hotel in Alexandria before 5:00pm and after a few glasses of wine, we walked
across the parking lot to Logan’s Roadhouse for dinner. A couple of us headed out after dinner in
search of a place to purchase some Yuengling beer (the unofficial beer of the Texas FOGs), which
is not available in Texas. We were successful!
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Overview map of route from Oxford, MS to Alexandria, LA

30
The final wine hour at hotel lobby in Alexandria, LA
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Day 15 – May 21, 2019: Alexandria, LA to Houston, TX (277 miles)
The final leg of the tour was a sprint to Houston, which was a relatively easy drive along secondary
roads in western Louisiana and eastern Texas. We had a nice lunch stop at My Little Kitchen Café
in Liberty, TX. The rest of the drive to Houston was uneventful and arrived around 3:00pm. Once
inside the Houston metropolitan area, the group split-up taking different routes to their homes. It
was great to be back at home and chalk up another very enjoyable Triumph Tour. The following
evening the tour group with spouses met at the Frio Grill for dinner and presentation of the tour
awards. The 2019 “First to Breakdown Award” went to Fred Wagner for the brake hose failure on
Day 4. This being Fred’s second time to receive the award makes us wonder if he will purchase
another Triumph and try for a “hat trick” (three-time winner in three different Triumphs)!
Determining the final “Screaming Chicken Award” recipient involved some suspense due to three
drivers having received the chicken award twice during the course of the tour: Karl Rettenmaier,
Franz Bachmann and Doug Trapp. In order to resolve the winner, it was necessary to review the
duration of the delays for each issue. A clear winner was then determined to be Doug Trapp, with
his approximately two-hour delay repairing the flat tire on Day 5 and the approximately one-hour
delay for his malfunctioning brake switch on Day 9. Congratulations to both of our tour winners.

Overview map of route from Alexandria, LA to Houston, TX
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The last lunch for the tour in Liberty, TX
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End of tour party at the Frio Grill in Cypress, TX

Doug Trapp receives the Triumph Tour 2019 “Screaming Chicken Award”
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Fred Wagner receives Triumph Tour 2019 “First to Breakdown Award” (his second)
Since the unfortunate and tragic start to last year’s drive, it was good to get back in the saddle and
brush away any apprehensions toward starting out on another tour. I will admit now that the trip is
behind us, it is nice not having to get back in the saddle for eight hours of driving! However, even
though the body says no more driving for a while, my mind is already thinking about where to go
next year!!! These long drives are a challenge for both driver and car, but are also very rewarding.
Driving around the country on some great roads with a group of fellow Triumph enthusiasts, visiting
interesting places and meeting interesting people along the way is truly a very memorable
experience. I hope on future tours we will have the opportunity cross paths with other Triumph
lovers out on their own tour.
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The meeting was held on Saturday, June 8, 2019 at the home of Marie and Mike Hado, and was
called to order at 3:00 by TTR President Fred Wagner. Fred thanked Mike and Marie for hosting
the meeting. There were 44 members present including in-person and proxy attendance,
constituting a quorum for club business.
President’s Update – Fred Wagner
•

Fred noted the return of Treasurer Patsy Papp following an illness, and provided the club
with an update on long-time member, and past President, Eric Schumann. In light of Eric
needing additional recovery time, we will be asking for a volunteer to take the Schumann's
meeting slot in July.

•

Fred again asked the club members to consider volunteering for the empty position of Vice
President - Events Coordinator, or volunteer to head up a local event.

•

Fred mentioned the request from our I.T. guru, Bob Pennington, for entries for the Star
Car Section of our webpage.

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from last meeting as published in the
Bluebonnet.
Membership report - Mike Hado - we had 194 families as of May 31. There are 45 members due
and only one known dropout. Mike brought a list of members who have not yet paid.
Treasurers Report – Patsy Papp - reported opening balance, inflows, outflows, and ending balance.
Most of the expenses were normal business expenses for mailing and P. O. Box rental.
Regalia – John Wakefield – reported there is lots of merchandise available and everything is in
stock.
Special Events
•

VP Special Events Report - Mike Rouse - thanked John Blum for smooth handover of
material from last year. Mike asked if there was interest in a caravan to the Nationals. He
will send out information for people to sign up. Next big event after that will be Falling
Leaves Tour, tentatively November 18, to Avery Island in Louisiana. Mike had sign-up sheet
at the meeting.

•

TTR Nationals - Fred reminded the group of the TTR National Event in Texas starting
October 6 in Dripping Springs. He encouraged members to attend to meet new people and
participate in the events.

•

Jaguar Club Invitation - John Blum - reported that the Houston Jaguar Club invited TTR to
participate in a car show at the Houston Horse Racing Track. The invitation this year came
very late, and John reported that he requested that they provide additional lead time in
future years.

34

July, 2019

TTR Meeting Minutes for June
Autocross Action
•

Local events – A new Local Events Coordinator has not yet been identified. Outgoing
coordinator Bob Pennington said he will be posting some ideas on the MeetUp site before he
heads to Europe.

IT / Website – Bob Pennington - Bob will continue to provide IT / Website support remotely during
the next year. Again, Fred reminded the group to submit information about their car for the Star
Cars section of the website.
New Business:
•

Future Meetings – Fred advised that we needed a volunteer for the July meeting. Dave
Bryant volunteered on the spot to host the meeting, and Tim Maxwell volunteered to host
the November meeting.

•

Next Meeting – will be at Dave and Zora Bryant’s house the second Saturday in July.

•

FOG Tour Thanks – Fred thanked Dave Smith for the preparation and execution of the
FOG tour. There is a tremendous amount of planning and organization to schedule and
conduct this event.

•

Mike Hado had four items:
o He has two boxes of job records from Russ Seto in the garage. He requested members
to take a look and save anything they want, or Mike will throw them away.
o We need a volunteer to print four copies of the Bluebonnet monthly while Eric is away.
If anybody has access to print services, please notify Mike.
o There are some books from previous TTR and TRA conventions that members can pick
up.
o Mike had two classic hats to distribute to club members……after a bit of fun, both
were distributed.

•

“Beat the Heat Drive” – John Blum volunteered to host another drive in August like last
year. He will put together information and will distribute to the members so they can sign
up. He will coordinate with the Breakfast Coordinator regarding start points.

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:40.

Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten

Monthly Meetings Scheduled:
•
•
•
•
•
•

July – Zora & Dave Bryant
August – Cindy & John Blum
September – Angela & Jeff Harris
October – James Moore
November – Tim Maxwell
December – Christmas Party
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HOSTS MIKE & MARIE HADO
WAGNER

Photos: Fred Wagner
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MeetingAutocross
Highlights -Action
June
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Saturday, July 13, 2019
Zora & David Bryant’s House
Greeting:
Meeting:

2:00 pm
3:00 pm

Yack & Snack starts at 2 pm & the Meeting starts at 3 pm.

Map location Deleted
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New Members:
No new members this month.

TTR Birthdays for July:
Pat Gough
Gary Hansen
Cheryl Dykes
Linda O’Leary Driesch
Steven Voss
Nigel Hutchinson
Kenny Daves
Linda Jablonski
Jan Anderson
Marie Hado
James Nodler
Clement Haddad
Nancy Trapp
Irene Zagorski
Mark Baich
Pete Postma
David Smith
Bob Dowling
Mike Hado
Suzanne Rippeto
Carolyn Chapman
Ron Harrison
George Killinger
Joyce Killinger
Debbie Harrison
Tom Lewis
Bee Dickson
Susan Grantham
Louise Carter
Debi Stephens
Linda Sparks
Phil Conway
Brian Roy
Larry Lee
Cindy Blum

1
1
2
2
4
4
5
5
6
6
8
9
11
11
12
12
13
14
14
15
16
17
17
18
19
20
21
21
25
25
25
29
29
30
31
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NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:
https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/ We meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for
coffee & usually eat B’fast at around 8:00 am.
Car viewing after B’fast
July

6 Busy Bee Café. 4009 West Broadway, Pearland, TX 77581, 281485-8690.

July

13 Goode Company Taqueria, 490 Kirby Drive, Houston, TX 77098, 713520-9153.

July

13 July Monthly Meeting, Zora & Dave Bryant’s House.

July

20 Eats Mesquite Grill, 13918 Hempstead Rd, Houston, TX 77040, 713460-3287.

July

27 Le Peep, 5750 Woodway STE 162, Houston, TX 77057, 713-7807337.

August

3 Humble City Café, 200 Main Street, Humble, TX 77338, 281-3190200.

August

10 Black Walnut Café Memorial, 5512 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX
77007, 713-868-1800.

August

10 August Monthly Meeting, Cindy & John Blum’s House.

The Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club (TTBC) gathers around 7:30 a.m. and orders breakfast at
8:00 a.m. Confirm breakfast location on the web or Meet Up before the event.
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Photos: Fred Wagner & John Barrett
Locations: John Barrett & Sam Jeffries

Traveling TR Breakfast Club – Fred Wagner & John Barrett
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July, 2019
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Please note – if Fred is not in attendance
& it looks like nobody is taking photos at
breakfast, please take some shots of the
restaurant sign, the cars & some people
shots!! Send them to Fred, John or the
Editor. We all like to see the events in
the Bluebonnet, so please PARTICIPATE
by taking some photos.
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2019 VTR 2019 Flyer
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2019 Falling Leaves Tour
@ Avery Island
Save the dates as TTR travels east of the Sabine River for
our Falling Leaves Tour. The destination is Avery Island
located in Louisiana’s Iberia Parish. We will be leaving on
Friday, November 15th and returning back to Houston on
Sunday, November 17th. Our home away from home will
be the Hampton Inn in New Iberia.
We will tour Avery Island where Tobasco has been
manufactured by the McIlhenny Co. since 1868.
Following the Tobasco tour, we’ll travel the back roads around New Iberia. We’ve
found several delicious restuarants to enjoy Louisiana’s wonderful cuisine during
our stay. In additon to a scenic drive, we also found several interesting places to
visit just a short distance from the host hotel.
Make plans now to be a part of this fun and historical tour. More information will
be provided in the coming newsletters. Send in your RSVP to Mike Rouse at
mtrtrain@aol.com.
We are in the process of reserving rooms at the Hampton Inn in New Iberia, and
once received, the link will be sent out to the membership. The negotiated room
rate is $88/nt plus taxes and fees for Double and King Rooms (non smoking). This
also includes handicap accessible rooms.
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TTR Autocross
Regalia Action

Partial List of TTR Regalia
Item
Ladies Hats
Gray TTR T-shirts
Grille Badge
Men’s Hats
License Plate Frames
Hat Pins
Iron on Logo Patches
TR-3 Coffee Cups

$
12
15
35
15
20
7.5
5
3

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master.
See website for additional info. Customized TTR-logo shirts are
available through Lands End on-line purchase.
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I’ve mentioned quite a few times in the past how it takes a community to keep our old Triumphs on
the road and this month really showed that statement to be true.
Pete Postma’s new TR6, Blaze, was reliably getting Pete to Saturday breakfasts. However, Pete
thought he either had a slipping clutch, or issues with his overdrive. Everyone Pete asked an opinion
from seemed to have a different opinion, but it took Jerry Gruss to pinpoint exactly what the
problem was. Jerry discovered that the overdrive was engaging in all forward gears, even when the
overdrive switch was off. He quickly did the diagnostic on the electrics that all the switches and
solenoids were working fine. Why was the overdrive always engaged?
Jerry got Mike Hado, our club’s overdrive Guru engaged, and Mike scheduled some time in my
garage to put Pete’s car up on the lift and see exactly what was happening. Mike figured out that
the overdrive was running at about 500 lbs psi during engagement, but it only came down to ~200
lbs psi when it was supposed to be turned off. Mike gave the Uber Guru of overdrives a call for
some guidance and (I will not get too much more technical as I’m already over my paygrade here
when it comes to ODs, plus I always stick Toyota 5-speeds in my cars, so what do I know?) they
were able to determine the next course of action. Apparently, some piston was stuck that didn’t
allow the pressure in the OD to come back down to 0 lbs psi when the system was off, so the OD
thought it was always on. Mike and Jerry took the engagement component apart, unjammed the
piston, cleaned things up and reinstalled it thereby fixing Pete’s OD problem.
We call all of of our Triumphs onions; you have to slowly peel the onion to finally get all the issues
resolved. Pete now has a nice running, attractive TR6 that has slowly been turned from a nonrunning, unreliable garage hog to a reliable car over the last few months. All thanks to our little
Triumph community.
I had mentioned that Randy DeRuiter had helped me get the Surrey top on my TR250 last month. It
was now time to do that last 5% of small issues keeping the 250 in the garage versus actually on the
road. Anyone who has totally restored a car knows those last small, niggling issues are the hardest
to fix before you actually trust that you’ve made a reliable car from a pile of new parts. I’ve been in
that mode for the last 6 months on the 250!
I bribed Karl Rettenmaier with breakfast to come over and help me tune the 250. A bit of history
is needed here… Karl and I have built about 10 TR6 engines over the last few years, but the 250
was the absolute first engine we built together, so we never really took the necessary time to do all
the fine tuning we now do on all the cars we’ve built. It’s only had about 2 miles put on since I
finished the major build; other projects (mine and others’) have taken precedence. I might have
some ADD tendencies – go figure!
Anyway… the TR250 didn’t like to start up and seemed to be really cold blooded when it did start.
Per Karl’s instructions, I had cut holes in the Stainless Steel heat shield to allow Karl to adjust the
jets on the SUs without having to remove the linkage and heat shield. With all that back together,
Karl was now able to adjust the carbs. Once things were adjusted a bit, the car did start, but the
Airflow meter (I have Bosch O2 sensors in my header’s collector) showed it was running very lean
and the headers were glowing bright red. All signs that the engine was way off tune. Karl adjusted
the timing of the Tune 1-2-3 distributor and fattened up the jets a bit, but could not seem to be
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able to get the idle down below 1000 rpm no mater what we did. Finally, Karl noticed that the
custom choke cables I’d installed on the SUs were not actually turning all the way off. Eureka! By
adjusting the chokes, the car now idled at about 800 rpm with the triple SUs idling flawlessly.
I need to adjust the valves again, and check on the torque on the head bolts as it’s still an engine in
break-in mode. However, it’s time to start putting some miles on the car in preparation for Dripping
Springs! Thanks, Karl!
I spent some time in the garage getting my ’93 Mazda RX7 serviced. It was acting a bit like it had
water in the fuel, so I emptied the old gas, changed the fluids (engine, tranny, diff, brake, clutch
and antifreeze) and added some new fuel. It now seems to be running much better, so I need to put
some miles on the RX7, too.
When I went over to visit Karl at his house in Tuscon a few months back, I picked up a windshield
crack on the Nissan 370Z Nismo on the way back home. I gave a call to Kenny Walls (Reliable glass)
to have my front windshield replaced. In order to get the old glass out of the Nismo, I was
surprised how much of the windshield surround had to be removed to actually get to the glass.
Kenny is extremely meticulous when it comes to that sort of detail, so he made short work of
replacing the glass. It now looks like new.
If you need someone to replace your glass in your old British car (or modern car, as Kenny has also
replaced the windshield on my Toyota FJ Cruiser), Kenny’s your guy. I found out about Kenny from
Ray Holtzapple as Kenny is Ray’s go-to-guy for replacing windshields in MGs. Apparently, MGBs are
very tough when it comes to windshield replacement, but Kenny doesn’t seem to have any PTSD from
working with Ray. Kenny comes to your location by appointment. Let me know if you want his contact
information.
The Chevrolet Trailblazer SS got a bit of attention this month, too. I bought a K&N cold-air intake
from Summit for the SS and finally got around to installing it this month. With the dual exhaust,
the LS2 engine really makes some cool intake noises now when I hit the gas. So far I haven’t thrown
a code on it, so I’m crossing my fingers that I will not have to get an aftermarket tune on it now.
I’m continuing to install the suspension and brakes on the Datsun 240Z this month. Hot rodding your
car can get frustrating, but persistance seems to be paying off as it’s coming together. The
challenge will be finding an alignment shop that can setup my new, infinitely adjustable suspension.
One thing I’m noticing of late is that instructions for installing performance equipment doesn’t
always come with the parts like it used to in the past. The companies always seem to think that
some YouTube video will give you the information you’ll need. With the suspension on the 240Z, I’ve
spent hours reviewing videos of people installing the parts, but I’ve seen quite a few mistakes
they’ve made, plus – when it comes to a particularly tricky bit – they seem to come back days later
with the part magically installed; not showing how they got the part correctly installed. Very
frustrating! I am slowly getting through the install, though, so there is light at the end of the
tunnel that the Z will actually be moveable again. Soon, I hope!
That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars!
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Upper Left – New suspension & Brakes going on
the Z.
Upper Right – Kenny Walls putting a new
windshield on the Nismo.
Middle Left – full service being performed on the
’93 RX7.
Middle Right – new K&N cold air intake going on
the Trailblazer
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Upper – Modified heat shield in place to make SU
adjustment easier.
Lower Left – Karl fine tuning the triple SUs.
Middle Right – Richard Good’s airbox going back on
the 250.
Lower Right – Wilwood rear discs on the 240Z.
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly membership meetings on the
2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we have our annual Christmas Party). For more
information, contact Mike Hado (281.807.4780).
We look forward to meeting you!

Check one:

New Membership

Renewal

Update

Member’s Name:
Birthday (month/day)

/

Spouse’s Name:
Birthday (month/day):

Optional: Send in a photo
of yourselve(s) and your
Triumph(s).

/

Street (or Mailing) Address:
City:

State: _____

Home Phone:

Work phone:

Zip:
Cell:

E-mail Address:
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please
tell us about them:

Year

Model

Commission No.

Color Condition*

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

___________ __________________________________
___________ __________________________________
___________ __________________________________
___________ __________________________________
___________ __________________________________

_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

________
________
________
________
________

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car

Dues: $30 per year per family.
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph
Register, P.O. Box 40847, Houston, Texas 77240-0847). Your cancelled
check is your receipt. –or-On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website!
http://www.texastriumphregister.org/
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